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Book/Article Notes 
 Excellent (A) Good (A-/B+) Fair (B) Poor (B- and below) 
Answers to questions about 
book 

All answers are thorough, 
clear, and convincing. They 
reflect a solid grasp of the 
critical reading skills in which 
these questions are grounded, 
as well as the text itself. 

Most answers are thorough, 
clear, and convincing, but one 
or two may be a bit vague or 
shallow. They reflect a 
reasonable grasp of the 
critical reading skills in which 
these questions are grounded, 
as well as the text itself. 

One or two answers are 
thorough, clear, and 
convincing, but most are a bit 
vague or shallow. They reflect 
an uneven grasp of the critical 
reading skills in which these 
questions are grounded, as 
well as the text itself. 

All answers are vague or 
shallow. They reflect a 
minimal to non-existent grasp 
of the critical reading skills in 
which these questions are 
grounded and/or the text 
itself. 

Chapter outline of book Outline thoroughly and 
clearly explains the key 
argument of each chapter, as 
well as how the chapter 
advances or relates to the 
main claim of the book.   

Outline explains the key 
argument of each chapter and 
how the chapter advances or 
relates to the main claim of 
the book, but the coverage of 
one or two chapters is a little 
shaky.  

Outline tends to focus on the 
topic rather than the argument 
of each chapter. Little 
explication as to how each 
chapter advances or relates to 
the main claim of the book. 

Outline is shallow and 
superficial, providing little 
information about each 
chapter. 

Summary of article Summary is clear and very 
thorough. Fully encapsulates 
the article’s claim and 
argumentation. Demonstrates 
sophisticated and nuanced 
comprehension of the article. 

Summary is clear and 
reasonably thorough. Largely 
encapsulates the article’s 
claim and argumentation. 
Demonstrates solid 
comprehension of the article. 

Summary is a bit vague. 
Provides a gloss of the 
article’s main claim and 
argumentation, but does not 
demonstrate in-depth reading 
and comprehension. 

Summary is very vague, 
superficial, or incorrect.  

  


